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Title Slide: Mark 8 Radical Discipleship 

Reading – pg 72-74. Note-taking pg 24 in booklets. 

Slide: Scene from Selma 

Not too long ago we saw the film Selma, which is about the civil rights movement in 

the US. In 1965, the civil rights activists in Selma had organised peaceful 

demonstrations to help African Americans exercise their right to vote. Although the 

demonstrators had acted with nonviolent resistance, those in power – the police and 

other community leaders – had acted violently towards the demonstrators. In one 

organised march, demonstrators who were doing nothing but walking were shot at by 

armed forces. Several activists had already lost their lives for the cause, and many 

were injured or imprisoned.  

Slide: Photo of Dr King 

So Dr Martin Luther King Jr, as the head of the civil rights movement, was asked to 

comment on the violence in the news, and he invited all religious leaders with a 

conscience to join a peaceful march from the town of Selma to the state capital. The 

local armed forces had been urged to stand down for this march, but they had refused 

and appealed to the courts. Dr King was asked to postpone the march and wait for the 

courts to decide if the march was lawful. But Dr King already knew there was no law 

against peacefully marching, people had already travelled far to participate in the 

march, and he feared that tensions were too high to cancel the march.  

Slide: Photo of the peace march 

On the day of the march, there was an incredible turnout, with religious leaders from 

different faiths and ethnicities marching together for peace and equality. Just over a 

bridge, armed forces were ready to fire on the activists to make them stop their march, 

but the activists marched on. As the group crossed the bridge, Dr King took his place 

at the front of the march, ready to face whatever violence was waiting for them. And 

as the armed forces saw the group, for some reason they lowered their weapons.  
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Slide: Photo of group on its knees 

Dr King immediately dropped to his knees in prayer, and the whole group of activists 

followed suit. And after some time in silent prayer, Dr King stood up and walked in 

the opposite direction, indicating that the march was finished for that day – they 

would not continue to the capital as planned.  

It was not what everyone was expecting – after such a triumph of the armed forces 

standing down, many struggled to understand why Dr King would not march on to 

glory that day.  

Dr King was a Christian and a preacher, and he personally knew the cost of radical 

discipleship. For him it literally meant turning the other cheek and inspiring others to 

do the same. It meant weeping with those who weep. It meant not having everyone’s 

approval and going against the norm. It meant loving his enemies. And it meant being 

willing to suffer for a cause greater than himself – a cause he believed reflected the 

teachings of Jesus. And as Dr King struggled for the sake of others, he believed he 

was taking up his cross and following Christ. What an example of radical discipleship. 

Slide: Discipleship – Following (‘follow’ button and apprentice photo) 

We see in our reading from Mark 8 today what it means to follow Jesus. Jesus calls 

ordinary, imperfect people into a radical relationship with Him. A relationship in 

which Jesus teaches and guides us, redefines our lives and changes us into people who 

live for Him and His ways. 

To be someone’s disciple means to follow them – but not like a Twitter of Facebook 

kind of following. Discipleship is more than just taking an interest in someone. 

Discipleship is more like an apprenticeship – following someone around for the sake 

of learning from them so you can do what they do and become like them. So Radical 

Discipleship is about recognising Jesus as our Master Teacher, learning from Him and 

being guided by Him, becoming more and more like Him and allowing Him to change 

and redefine our lives. 
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So firstly, recognizing Jesus as our Master Teacher. Jesus is much more than just a 

teacher – He is our Master and Lord. But even recognizing that sets us apart as being 

radical, different.  

Slide: Mark 8:27-28 

In Mark 8:27, Jesus asks his disciples what people are saying about Him – verse 27 

“Who do people say I am?” Jesus is setting the disciples up to choose to go against the 

majority view about who He is. Following Jesus involves the risk of being different, 

thinking differently from the crowds. 

Verse 28, the popular opinion was that Jesus is some kind of holy man – King Herod 

at the time though Jesus might be John the Baptist brought back to life (Mark 6:14-

15). Some thought Jesus was Elijah, the great prophet from the book of 1 Kings, who 

demonstrated God’s power over the weather, withholding rain for three-and-a-half 

years until Elijah prayed for it to rain again; providing food for a widow who never 

ran out of flour and oil, even though she’d used her last supplies to bake bread for 

Elijah; and even bringing a little boy back to life (1 Kings 17-19). Many of Jesus’ 

miracles were like those of Elijah so it makes sense that some would have thought 

Jesus was Elijah (cf. Mal 4:5).  

Others thought Jesus was another prophet with some connection to God and God’s 

power. Notice that people did think highly of Jesus – but they just weren’t sure who 

Jesus was.  

Slide: Mark 8:23-25 

They are like the blind man Jesus just healed earlier in chapter 8, they have been 

touched by Jesus and are no longer completely blind – but neither can they see clearly 

yet. It’s a process, and Jesus will continue to heal them so they can see. 

Slide: Mark 8:29-30 

In verse 29, Jesus bluntly asks them who the disciples think they are following – Jesus 

asks ‘Who do you say I am?’ Peter answers that Jesus is the Messiah. In our 1 Samuel 
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series, we learnt that ‘Messiah’ is the Hebrew term for God’s anointed King raised up 

to deliver God’s people. King David is called Messiah, for example. So by 

recognizing Jesus as the Messiah, the disciples believe that Jesus is God’s promised 

Deliverer and King. 

At this point in the story if you were Peter’s teacher, you might say well done Peter! 

Good answer! But instead, verse 30, Jesus warns them not to tell anyone that He’s the 

Messiah. Radical discipleship is obviously not just about knowing the right answer. 

It’s about accepting the guidance and instruction of our Master. It’s about learning to 

follow. 

And Peter’s about to fail that test. That’s why Jesus doesn’t want them teaching others 

about who He is yet – they haven’t fully understood Him. 

Slide: Mark 8:31 

In verse 31, Jesus teaches His disciples about what it really means to be the Messiah. 

Jesus knew that His disciples were hoping that He would set Himself up as a political 

power. Jesus had demonstrated His power over creation, over demons, over disease, 

and even over death. Jesus had attracted thousands of people to Him – surely He was 

raising up an army and would march them all to a great political victory.  

As the Master Teacher, Jesus corrects them and instructs them. Jesus tells them that 

His way is different – it is radical, the way of peace – He must accept suffering and 

rejection and even death.  

Slide: Mark 8:32-33 

Radical discipleship requires the follower to continue to recognise Jesus as Master 

Teacher, but Jesus’ disciples cannot accept Jesus’ teaching here. And what happens 

next, verse 32, is that Peter tries to correct Jesus. Peter puts himself in the place of the 

teacher and Jesus in the place of the student. Peter wants Jesus to be the kind of 

Messiah that Peter wants Him to be.  
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But there is only one God and whenever we set ourselves, our ideas, and our own 

agendas and desires above God, then we are on the wrong side. So Jesus, the Master 

Teacher, corrects Peter once more and instructs him – verse 33. Peter goes from being 

the disciple with the right answer to being called satan, the enemy of God, the one 

who opposes God. Peter has stopped accepting instruction from Jesus because Peter 

has decided that he knows more than the teacher.  

I think about our youngest nephew, who loves to help. This week his go-cart was 

broken and as the tools were brought out to fix it, he says ‘I can do it’ and he picks up 

a tool, makes some motions and then declares ‘All fixed.’ But he doesn’t really know 

what it takes to fix his go-cart.  

And Peter doesn’t really know what it’s going to take to fix God’s judgment against 

sin and evil. Peter can’t see clearly. Jesus says in verse 33, that Peter is seeing things 

merely from a human point of view, not from God’s. 

Radical discipleship requires us to change our eyewear. Not only must we learn from 

our Master Teacher, we must learn to see how He sees. We must see the world from 

God’s perspective rather than trusting what our own eyes tell us. And radical 

discipleship means doing what our Master does – becoming more and more like Him 

and embracing His way of life.  

So if Jesus will suffer and be rejected and killed, then His disciples must be ready to 

follow Him there. But until they learn to see the world as Jesus does, they won’t be 

able to follow Him. 

Slide: Mark 8:34-35 

In verse 34, Jesus says, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from 

your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me.” 

Jesus says, “You must turn from your selfish ways – you need to stop focusing on 

yourself and your own desires. You need to stop playing god. You need to stop seeing 

things merely from a human point of view. Turn from all that and take up the cross.  
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“Accept my peaceful ways. Accept my sacrifice on the cross for the sins of the world. 

Be ready to suffer. Be ready to die to the world’s hunger for pleasure and possessions 

and power. Be ready to sacrifice for the sake of others. And follow me. Listen to me – 

depend on me, do what I say to do, go where I say to go, love how I say to love. Live 

for me and find true life.”  

Radical discipleship is about finding true life by living for Jesus and for the sake of 

the Gospel. Verse 35 – if you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you 

give your life to the One who gave you life and who gave His life for you, then you 

will find true life. If you give your life for Jesus’ sake and for the sake of His Word, 

then you will save your life. If you share in Jesus’ sufferings and death, then you will 

share in Jesus’ resurrection and eternal glory. That is the award of radical discipleship. 

Jesus asks for your life in order to give you true and lasting life. 

Slide: photo of Christians from Bali Nine 

This week we saw the sad execution of the "Bali Nine," for their drug-smuggling in 

Indonesia. According news reports,
1
 just before their execution, the two prisoners who 

had become Christians sang "Amazing Grace," then "Bless the Lord, O My Soul."  

Pastor Karina de Vega told the Sydney Morning Herald, “They were praising their 

God. It was breathtaking. This was the first time I witnessed someone so excited to 

meet their God.”… 

Chan became a Christian while in solitary confinement. He told Australia's Bible 

Society, “It wasn’t until I was in solitary that I felt the need to be on the right side of 

God,”. After reading through the New Testament four times, “I was on my knees and 

cried for the first time in years…  

“Just before my court date, I remember reading Mark 11:23-24, where it says that if 

you have enough faith you can say to this mountain, ‘Be removed’ and God will do it. 

                                                           
1
 Quoted directly from article by Sarah Eekhoff Zylstra, “Indonesia Executes Drug Smuggler Whose Faith 

Inspired Hillsong’s Brian Houston”, Christianity Today, May 1, 2015, online: < 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2015/may/indonesia-executes-andrew-chan-hillsong-brian-
houston-bali.html >; accessed 2 May 2015. 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2015/may/indonesia-executes-andrew-chan-hillsong-brian-houston-bali.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2015/may/indonesia-executes-andrew-chan-hillsong-brian-houston-bali.html
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So I said, ‘God if you’re real and if this is true, I want you to free me, and if you do 

I’ll serve you every day for the rest of my life.’ I went to my court hearing and they 

convicted me and gave me the death penalty. When I got back to my cell, I said, ‘God, 

I asked you to set me free, not kill me.’ God spoke to me and said, ‘Andrew, I have set 

you free from the inside out; I have given you life!’ From that moment on I haven’t 

stopped worshipping Him. I had never sung before, never led worship, until Jesus set 

me free.” 

What an example of radical discipleship – a life truly changed by Jesus. Now most of 

us here don’t have such a dramatic background. But we all still need to turn from our 

selfish desires, take up the cross and follow Jesus.  

Slide: Mark 8:34-35 

David Platt, in his book Follow Me, puts it this way, “For every Christian in every 

culture, repentance is necessary. This doesn’t mean that when people become 

Christians, they suddenly become perfect and never have any struggles with sin again. 

But this does mean that when we become followers of Jesus we make a decided break 

with the old way of living and take a decisive turn to a new way of life. We literally 

die to our sin and to ourselves – our self-centeredness, self-consumption, self-

righteousness, self-indulgence, self-effort, and self-exaltation…. The things of this 

earth that we once loved we now hate, and the things of God that we once hated we 

now love…. Ultimately, our reason for living changes. Possessions and position are 

no longer our priorities. Comfort and security are no longer our concerns. Safety is no 

longer our goal because self is no longer our god. We now want God’s glory more 

than we want our own lives.”
2
  

Slide: Mark 8:36-37 

In Mark 8:36-37, Jesus says that if you gain the whole world and lose your soul, it is 

no benefit to you because verse 37, nothing in this world is worth more than your 

soul.  

                                                           
2
 David Platt, Follow Me: A Call to Die. A Call to Live. (Carol Stream: Tyndale, 2013), 22-23. 
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The word for ‘soul’ here means your true self, your conscience, your humanity, your 

whole being – the you that is created for eternity– your soul is your life. Jesus implies 

here that your true self – the person He has created you to be – is worth more than the 

world. Gaining the whole world and all it has to offer is NOT worth more than your 

soul. Your life is that precious to God. 

This is why Jesus is prepared to face death in order to redeem us. This is why there is 

a battle for your soul – because the enemy knows how precious you are to God. And 

the enemy wants to get you to sell yourself short. But nothing this world can offer you 

is worth more than your soul. The Only One worth your soul is the God who created 

this world, the God who calls you to follow Him, and the God who has given 

everything for you.  

Do you realise how precious you are to God? Do you realise how precious every 

person is to God? Will you join Jesus in fighting for people’s souls? Fighting not with 

the weapons of political power, but fighting with the spiritual weapons Jesus gives us 

– love, truth, right living, salvation, the Word of God, the Gospel of peace. 

Slide: Mark 8:38 

Don’t be ashamed, verse 38, of being Christ’s radical disciple. Don’t be ashamed of 

His teaching, His suffering, His message.  Don’t be ashamed of living for Him.  

Are you willing to give up your life for Jesus?  

Slide: Taking it Home (See Jesus clearly, turn from selfishness, give your life for 

Christ and the Gospel) 

Taking it Home 

If in your heart you know you are not yet a radical disciple of Jesus, you need to ask 

Jesus to help you see Him clearly. You can’t be a radical disciple until you truly 

recognize that Jesus is worth it all – and He is. Ask Jesus to open your eyes to who He 

is – how amazing, how much bigger and better than anything else in the world is the 

Creator of all.  
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Once you have seen Jesus clearly, then ask God to help you turn from selfishness – 

from making yourself the centre of your world. Ask God to help you think of Him 

above all, and to be mindful of what He wants. This is a life-long process, so keep 

asking God to show you where else you need to turn from selfishness. And as you turn 

from selfishness, take up the cross and follow Jesus. Give your life to Jesus for the 

redemption of this world, for the fight against evil, to demonstrate God’s love. Join 

God in His mission to make Him known and draw others into His goodness. This is 

the way of true life.  

Slide: Dr King after home bombed 

Dr Martin Luther King Jr, just days after his own home was bombed, said “Taking up 

the cross is the voluntary or deliberate choice of putting ourselves without hesitation 

at the service of Christ and His Kingdom, it is putting our whole being into the 

struggle against evil, whatever the cost.”
3
 

Radical Discipleship – because Jesus is worth more than your life.  

Slide: Discussion Questions 

Possible discussion questions: 

1. What will it take for us to see Jesus more clearly and to learn to see how He 

sees? 

2. For you, who is a good example of ‘radical discipleship’  and why? 

3. What should ‘giving up our lives for the sake of Jesus and the Good News’ 

look like today? 

  

                                                           
3
 Martin Luther King Jr, Clayborne Carson, and Susan Carson, The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr: Advocate of 

the Social Gospel (Berkley: University of California Press, 2007),  251. Quote wording is slightly changed. 
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Mark 8:27-38 (NLT) 

27 
Jesus and his disciples left Galilee and went up to the villages near Caesarea 

Philippi. As they were walking along, he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 

28 
“Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say 

you are one of the other prophets.” 

29 
Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 

Peter replied, “You are the Messiah.” 

30 
But Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 

31 
Then Jesus began to tell them that the Son of Man must suffer many terrible things 

and be rejected by the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. He 

would be killed, but three days later he would rise from the dead. 
32 

As he talked about 

this openly with his disciples, Peter took him aside and began to reprimand him for 

saying such things. 

33 
Jesus turned around and looked at his disciples, then reprimanded Peter. “Get away 

from me, Satan!” he said. “You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, 

not from God’s.” 

34 
Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my 

follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow 

me. 
35 

If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life 

for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it.
36 

And what do you 

benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul?
37 

Is anything worth more 

than your soul? 
38 

If anyone is ashamed of me and my message in these adulterous and 

sinful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in the 

glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
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