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Title Slide: Radical - Jesus Makes All the Difference 

Our reading from today starts on page 46 in your booklets, and if you turn to 

page 22 there is a page for you to take notes from today’s sermon. This could be 

useful because after the sermon we will have some group discussion time. 

Slide: Good News! 

We have a lot to be grateful for lately, don’t you think? In the last couple of 

months, we’ve shared some good news together. 

Good news – BPharm’s contract was extended to the middle of the year! 

Good news – Alex has found a job in Carseldine! 

Good news – Ez and Winnie just had a healthy baby boy! 

What makes all of these examples good news, not just random announcements? 

Well, the story behind each of these examples. There is a whole context behind 

each example, and the more you know the context, the more you can appreciate 

that each example is good news.  

If you prayed with BPharm about his difficult previous work situation, watched 

him step out in faith by taking a job that might only last a couple of months but 

that would honour his desire to worship God on Sundays, then you can celebrate 

that this new job has been such a wonderful change and see how God has 

already blessed him beyond his expectations. 

If you missed seeing as much of Alex last year because of his placement in New 

South Wales, if you saw how tired he was from driving back and forth at the 

weekends, felt for June having to be without him during the week, and prayed 

for him to find another job when his last placement ended, then you can 

appreciate how amazing the news is that Alex is now working in Carseldine. 

That’s great news for him and June as they can enjoy being together again, and 

it’s also great news for us here at church as he can serve as he’d like to now. 

If you knew Ez and Winnie and the difficulty they had at first in conceiving and 

joined their prayers for a child, you might already think the announcement of 

their son was good news. But if you knew how they’d been told that their baby 

would never survive, how they’d been encouraged to terminate the pregnancy, 

and joined their prayers for a miracle of God’s healing, then you can appreciate 

how miraculous the good news is that they’ve just had a healthy baby boy. 
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Slide: Good news is good because of – the longer story involved, how things 

have changed, an unexpected outcome, what we now look forward to 

Each of these stories is an example of good news that fits into a longer story and 

now makes everything different. None of these guys are going to go back to 

how things were before. Their lives are changed because of the good news that 

God has brought about in them. Each of these stories is good news because the 

outcome was unexpected too – we were all surprised at how quickly God gave 

BPharm another job, amazed at how close Alex’s new job is, and so grateful 

that God protected Ez and Winnie’s bub. We prayed – but of course God 

chooses how He answers, we can’t demand from God, but we ask trusting and 

hoping that we will see God’s goodness. And we have seen His goodness in 

ways beyond our expectations.  Each of these stories also looks forward to 

further developments along the ways.  The story continues. We are privileged to 

be part of this story because we are a community of faith.  

Slide: Mark 1:1-3 

The book of Mark in the Bible begins with an announcement of Good News – 

Mark chapter 1 verse 1 – This is the Good News about Jesus the Messiah, the 

Son of God. The coming of Jesus into the world is Good News – and just as in 

our examples, Good News has a story behind it, is a bit unexpected, changes 

everything, and looks forward to the continuing story in the future. So when 

Mark calls Jesus ‘the Messiah’ – he is announcing the Good News that Jesus is 

anointed by God to rule over God’s Kingdom. Jesus is bringing God’s Kingdom 

to a world that needs relationship with God restored.  

Mark calls Jesus the Son of God, and then in verses 2-3 he quotes the prophecy 

about the coming of Jesus, and notice that it says ‘Prepare the way for the 

Lord’s coming’. Mark is announcing the Good News that Jesus is God coming 

to earth. Jesus fulfils the hopes of the prophets as recorded in the ancient 

Scriptures. Mark has “come to the conclusion that the God of Israel has come at 

last in person, as He had promised, to rescue His people and establish His rule 

in the world.”
1
 Jesus means God’s Kingdom will put everything right in this 

world. 

Slide: Mark 1:15 – God’s Kingdom is ruled by love 

                                                           
1
 NT Wright, Simply Good News (New York: Harper Collins, 2015), p. 147.  
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This is what Jesus preaches, verse 15, Jesus says “The time promised by God 

has come at last! The Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and believe 

the Good News!”  

Jesus brings God’s Kingdom to earth. Jesus provides an alternative, a choice. 

Without Jesus, we only have the ways of the kingdoms of the earth – the ways 

of power and war and greed and oppression, the survival of the fittest, the 

advice of people with hidden agendas, the pursuit of pleasure and pride in 

personal achievements and possessions. “The kingdoms of the world run on 

violence. The Kingdom of God runs on love.”
2
 Jesus brings a whole different 

world to earth. We can turn from meaninglessness and sin and live for what is 

truly good. Jesus offers a way to know the Creator of the Universe, to have 

access to God and relationship with God. Jesus brings God’s Kingdom – God’s 

community – near. And God’s Kingdom – God’s community – is ruled by love.  

Slide: Mark 1:9-11 

Mark shows this as Jesus is baptised, verses 9-11. In verse 10 – the heavens 

split apart and the Holy Spirit descends on Him like a dove. The heavens are 

opened because of Jesus, and God’s Holy Spirit comes down. The Kingdom of 

God is near! Jesus shows that God is willing to draw near to us. God is willing 

to answer our prayers about providing jobs for those who truly want to serve 

Him at church, for example. And God the Father says to Jesus – “You are my 

dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy.” This is what the Kingdom of 

God declares – you are dearly loved. You bring God great joy.  

In Jesus’ baptism, God shows us that “relationships of love are what life is 

really all about.”
3
 God, the Creator of this world, is love. And love is the way 

that God is radically changing this world for good.  

Notice what happens next in Mark’s Gospel – right after the heavens open and 

God’s Spirit comes down, right after Jesus and those witnessing His baptism 

hear God speak “You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy” – 

what happens next?  

Slide: Mark 1:12-13 

Verses 12-13, Jesus goes into the wilderness and faces satan.  

                                                           
2
 Wright, p. 44. 

3
 Keller, p. 6.  
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The wilderness is a place of chaos, it represents hardship and uncertainty. And 

Jesus faces satan and is tempted. He has no home there, no income, no 

provisions. And yet in the place of hardship and difficultly, Jesus remains God’s 

dearly loved Son who brings Him great joy. 

It’s as if Mark is reminding us that this world is not a naturally loving place. But 

Jesus demonstrates God’s love for this world by going to every difficult place – 

eventually even death – to show that God’s Kingdom is near even when it feels 

far away.  

At the moment Jesus faces temptation, the greatest ministry the world would 

ever see was just around the corner. At the moment Jesus faces death, the power 

of new life is just around the corner. Love breaks through the darkness, the 

difficulties and the despair.  

Slide: Mark 1:15-18 

Although this world may try to get us to forget God’s Kingdom of love, Jesus 

reminds us, verse 15, that the Kingdom of God is near – we can trust the Good 

News that Jesus has come to bring God’s Kingdom to us. And so, verse 16, 

Jesus then calls Simon and his brother Andrew, ordinary people with ordinary 

jobs at the time, verse 17 to “Come and follow me” and to have their lives so 

radically changed that they learn to fish for people. Verse 18, they immediately 

leave everything to follow Jesus. And then, verses 19-20, Jesus calls more 

people to follow Him.  

Jesus brings God’s Kingdom of love to earth, and He calls us to follow Him. 

We can now love because God first loved us. Jesus makes us into people of love 

– people who are anointed by God’s Holy Spirit and hear God’s voice through 

His Word saying “You are my dearly loved child and you bring me great joy!”  

Jesus calls us into His Kingdom to be changed so we can join Him in His 

Kingdom work of calling others to come and follow Him and become dearly 

loved children of God who bring God great joy.  

Slide: Christ-like community means that we are a people of love 

Christ-like community means that we are a people of love. We want to see 

God’s love radically change us, our church, our families, our community and 

our world. 
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“So what does this love do when faced with broken limbs and broken lives? 

What does it do when confronted by denial and rejection? What does it do when 

humans who have the capacity to share in the innermost being of the Creator 

twist that capacity into its opposite, the capacity to hate…and wound and kill? 

Does love then say, “Well perhaps love is all very well when thing are going 

fine, but now that it’s all gone wrong, we’d better try the other way?” No. The 

Good News that Jesus put into practice during His public career and that He 

enacted as He went to His death is this: Love, faced with rejection, overcomes it 

with yet more love.”
4
  

Slide: Title Slide 

We will see in Mark how Jesus loves radically, how He makes a difference in 

people’s lives by healing them, freeing them, feeding them, teaching them a 

better way. The coming of God into the world was radical – it wasn’t the sort of 

power that people were expecting. And yet love is the power that transforms 

lives. God works through love. His Kingdom is ruled by love. And we will see 

in Mark how love doesn’t rub people’s faces in their mistakes, shortcomings or 

failures. Love brings the power of forgiveness. 

I think Mark himself understands this because he knew about failure. Mark’s 

start in the church was quite promising. He was an up-and-comer.  

Slide: Acts 12:12; 1 Peter 5:13-14 

In the book of Acts, chapter 12 – Peter is in prison for preaching about Jesus. 

And while he’s in prison, a group of believers gathers to pray in the home of, 

verse 12 – Mary, John Mark’s mother. While the believers pray, Peter shows up 

at the door having been miraculously freed from prison by the Lord. Imagine 

the impact this would have had on those gathered that night for prayer – an 

instant answer beyond their hopes. Peter is knocking at the door with an 

amazing story of being set free. Peter calls Mark ‘my son’ in 1 Peter 5:13. So 

Mark was probably a student of the apostle Peter. And Mark writes his Gospel 

to record Peter’s eyewitness account of Jesus. 

Slide: Colossians 4:10; Acts 12:25 

                                                           
4
 Wright, p. 140. And following. 
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Mark is also a cousin of Barnabas (Colossians 4:10), and so he travelled with 

Paul and Barnabas on their first missions trip (Acts 12:25; 13:4). So Mark was 

an active servant in the early church.  

Slide: Acts 13:13; Acts 15:37-39 

But at some point during that first missions trip, Mark leaves Paul and Barnabas 

to return to his home (Acts 13:13). We’re not told exactly why – perhaps his 

mother needed him or perhaps Peter asked for him. Or perhaps he was homesick 

or unwell - we don’t really know. But Luke says that Mark deserted them, and 

these are strong words. Paul is not happy that Mark leaves, and later when 

Barnabas wants Mark to go with them on their second missionary journey, Paul 

refuses to take Mark. Their conflict is so significant that they part ways (Acts 

15:36-41).  

We can imagine that Mark would have felt really badly for causing such tension 

between Paul and Barnabas. So as we read Mark’s Gospel there does seem to be 

a theme of human failure throughout the story. 

But, Jesus makes all the difference. And the story doesn’t end there. The love of 

Christ makes it possible for Paul to forgive Mark. We know this because after 

Paul’s third missionary journey, he spends some time in a Roman prison (Acts 

28). And while Paul is in prison, he writes letters. And in 3 separate letters he 

mentions Mark by name.  

Slide: Philemon 1:24; Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11 

In the letter to Philemon, Paul calls Mark his co-worker (Philemon 1:24). In the 

letter to the Colossians, Paul calls Mark one of the few Jewish believers and his 

co-worker (Col 4:10). And in his second letter to Timothy, Paul asks Timothy to 

bring Mark to visit him in Rome “for he will be helpful in my ministry” (2 Tim 

4:11).  

Mark writes about Jesus because he personally knows the power of Jesus to 

help people forgive each other. Despite facing hardship, failure and conflict, 

Mark remains faithful to Jesus because he has been changed by the power of 

love. Jesus makes all the difference. 

Slide: Title Slide 
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We’ve called this new series ‘Radical’ because Jesus makes all the difference. 

Radical means ‘changed’ or ‘different’ or ‘unexpected’. Jesus is radical. His 

teaching and ministry practices are extraordinary. The love He demonstrates 

and the hope that He offers is incredible. And the life that He calls us to changes 

us to the core – our reason for existence, our purpose and priorities all have a 

focus very different from what might be expected.  

We want to explore together the radical difference that Jesus makes in our lives 

and in our church. As we seek to be a Christ-like community, we take up the 

cross and follow our Radical Lord and Saviour. We want to grow together as 

God’s family to reflect His love in this world.  

As Christ’s community of faith, may we embrace the radicalness of Jesus. May 

we have the courage to be different, to allow our hearts to be changed, and to be 

extreme in our love for Jesus and our care for each other. 

Jesus is calling us to follow Him. “Life has come to life and is pouring out like a 

mighty river into the world, in the form of a new power, the power of love. The 

good news was, and is, that all this has happened in and through Jesus; that one 

day it will happen completely…to all creation; and that we…every single one of 

us, whoever we are, can be caught up in that radical transformation here and 

now.”
5
 

God has opened up the heavens and come down. Through Jesus, by the power 

of the Holy Spirit, we are God’s dearly loved children who bring Him great joy. 

The Kingdom of God is near as we allow ourselves to be changed by God’s 

love and as we are caught up in his radical love and demonstrate that in the 

world. God gives us Good News to share.  

(pass over to Graham) 

Slide: Making it Real 

- How do the recent answers to prayer we’ve seen in our community 

inspire you to pray more? Why do you think God chose to answer these 

prayers? 

- What would you like to see changed in this world by the power of love? 

- How might we as a church use the power of love to change that? 

                                                           
5
 Wright, p. 55. Slightly altered. 


