
1	  
	  

Mark 10:13-31, 35-37, 42-45 (NLT) – Radical Humility (Mark 10:1-45)1 

Title Slide – Radical Humility 

Pg 26 note-taking page, pg 78 for text 

The image that best represents something that makes me feel humble is the sky. Just 

getting a glimpse of how huge this world is, and how much greater our God is, fills 

me with a sense that I am a small child before an awesome God, that I did nothing to 

be blessed with the tremendous gift of life, that I owe everything my Creator.  

Slide – Photo of Nebula 

The Hubble telescope is celebrating its 25th birthday this year, and as we were looking 

through the ‘best of’ photos that the telescope has produced, I was again filled with 

awe at the amazing universe our God has created. Who are we that God thinks about 

us? And yet not only does God think about us, He comes to live and stay with us. 

Jesus is God in the flesh. The Creator of this great universe comes down to us – not 

just to live among us and be an example, but to serve us, to go to the cross and the 

grave for us. 

Slide – Mark 10:17 

Mark chapter 10 marks the start of the journey to Jerusalem for Jesus and his 

disciples. Jerusalem is where Jesus will be crucified. So Jesus is heading now for His 

death as He travels towards the cross.  Jesus has already been telling His disciples that 

this is what He’s heading for. 

Slide – Mark 8:31 

In Mark 8, Jesus tells His disciples for the first time that He would suffer and be 

rejected by those in authority. He would be killed but would rise from the dead. This 

upsets the disciples and Peter reprimands Jesus for saying it. 
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Slide – Mark 9:31 

In Mark 9:31, Jesus again tells His disciples that He will be betrayed and killed, but 

will rise from the dead three days later. This time the disciples are confused and still 

don’t understand Jesus. 

Slide – Mark 10:33-34 

But Jesus keeps trying to teach and warn His followers, and in chapter 10 He tells 

them exactly what they are headed for as they make their way to Jerusalem. He tells 

them again that He will be betrayed and sentenced to die. He will be mocked, spit on, 

flogged and killed. But three days later He will raise again. Keep in mind that this is 

the Creator of the world we’re talking about here. 

Many people and cultures have different ideas about what humility is – for example in 

some Western cultures, when someone gives you a compliment the humble thing to do 

is to say ‘thank you’. But in other cultures, when someone gives you a compliment, 

the humble thing to do is to brush it aside or deny it, even if it’s true.  

So whatever our ideas about humility are, we need to bring those right now to the foot 

of the cross and allow Christ to set the example of what humility really is. Because as 

Christians we are not interested in humility so we can become ethically superior or 

look better. We seek a more radical humility, a Christ-like humility. 

Slide: Philippians 2:5-8 

As Philippians 2:5-8 says, let’s read this together: 

5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6 Though he was God, he did 

not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up his 

divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human 

being. When he appeared in human form, 8 he humbled himself in obedience to God 

and died a criminal’s death on a cross. 

Christ-like humility is seen primarily in the cross – in radical obedience to God. 
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Slide: Henri Nouwen quote 

Jesus’ radical humility means that “Power is constantly abandoned in favour of love” 

(Henri Nouwen). Power constantly abandoned in favour of love. That is the cross. The 

Creator of the Universe using His power to demonstrate His great love to us on the 

cross, pouring out Himself so that we can be lifted from sin and death into life lived in 

right relationship with Him.  

Slide: Mark 10:45 

Power constantly abandoned in favour of love. And as Jesus teaches His disciples 

about the radical humility that is required to enter the Kingdom of God, Jesus reminds 

His disciples once again that He has come to give His life. Jesus is radical, He is quite 

different from cultural expectations and extreme in His love for His Heavenly Father 

and for others. There is no other religious figure like Him because Jesus is not just an 

example to us, He is our sacrifice, He is our ransom. God, the Creator of All, comes 

down to us – Jesus endures ultimate humiliation. And He willingly does this for our 

good.  

Slide: Mark 8:34-35 

So far in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus has shown His incredible power – over creation, over 

disease, over demons and even over death. And yet Jesus tells His followers that His 

power seen most clearly in the way of the cross, and following Him means taking up 

the cross of suffering.  

Radical discipleship involves giving up our lives for the sake of the Good News. But 

as we do this we don’t just follow the example of Christ, we are empowered by Christ, 

we are saved by Christ for this purpose. In embracing the cross of Christ, we embrace 

the power of the cross – that same power that favours love. God’s power is working in 

us what is good and pleasing to Him.  

Slide: Turtle Quote 
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Author Alex Haley says, “Anytime you see a turtle on top of a fence post, you know 

he had some help.” We are like turtles sitting on top of fence posts – if we get off the 

ground it is only because God has helped us.  

If we do anything truly good and lasting, it is only because Christ’s power works in us 

to help us love and do good. The God of the universe reaches down and lifts us up. 

Radical humility does not mean denying that God helps us and gives us gifts. Christ-

like humility means knowing that where it all comes from – that it is God who helps 

us and gives. And acknowledging Him.   

Slide: Radical Humility 

Jesus’ cross shows the radical humility that He desires from His followers. And as we 

focus on developing Christ-like humility today, we see in Mark 10 several 

characteristics of radical humility. We encourage you to write these down so that you 

can discuss them later during our small group time.  

Radical humility tells the truth. Radical humility blesses the weak. Radical humility 

loves those who are lacking. Radical humility makes God superior. And radical 

humility serves sacrificially.  

These are characteristics of humility that Christ demonstrates, teaches and even 

becomes for us. Jesus is the Word of truth. Jesus gives power to tell the truth. Jesus is 

God’s blessing to weak. And Jesus gives power to bless the weak. Jesus is love, and 

He gives love. Jesus is God’s glory, and Jesus empower us to glorify God. Jesus is 

God’s sacrifice for us, and Jesus give us the power to sacrifice and serve others. 

We constantly need to be reminded of Christ-like humility because it is radical, it is 

counter-cultural and counter-intuitive. 

Slide: Mark 10:13-14 

In Mark 10:13, the disciples think that they are doing Jesus a favour by scolding the 

parents for bothering them. Jesus’ status meant that He had many demands placed on 

Him, and culturally the idea of spending time with children – who had no status – 
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would have been considered far beneath Jesus. The parents of these children are like 

those today who try to get their kids in the right school very early on. They want any 

advantage they can give their children. So before we’re too hard on the disciples, think 

about someone like Albert Einstein – imagine a parent bringing their 6-year-old to 

Albert Einstein and asking Einstein to encourage their child to do better in math. 

Einstein had way more important things to think about, eh? The disciples don’t 

consider these children to be worthy of Jesus’ precious time.  

But their actions just make Jesus angry.  

Slide: Mark 9:36-37 

After all, Jesus had just taught them in Mark chapter 9 that if they welcome a child, 

then they welcome Him and His Heavenly Father. But now rather than welcoming the 

children, the disciples are scolding the parents for bringing them. 

Slide: Mark 10:14-16 

Notice how Jesus does not yield to cultural expectations. He does not remain silent as 

the disciples do what would be culturally accepted. Jesus takes action. Jesus speaks 

out, even though He is still angry. Telling the truth is important in Christ-like 

humility. Sticking up for the weak and humiliated is important. And notice that in 

verse 15 Jesus says – I tell you the truth. Speaking out is important when the truth is at 

stake. And the truth is that we all need to become like children in order to enter God’s 

Kingdom. We need to be helpless, completely dependent on God and His mercy. To 

prevent the smallest person from coming to Jesus is a great tragedy and sin. 

Recognizing how important Jesus is can only be part of radical humility. It is also 

important to remember and speak His truth – that Jesus desires all people, however 

small they might seem to us, to come to Him. In fact, verse 15, if we don’t recognise 

our own smallness, unworthiness and helplessness before God then we cannot enter 

His Kingdom. We must make ourselves small like children in order to receive God’s 

Kingsom. 
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Notice also that Christ-like humility blesses the weak. Verse 16 – I love how Jesus, 

who has all the power in the world, uses His power to hug children and bless them. 

Power abandoned for the sake of love. Radical humility uses whatever gifts and power 

and status we might have to bless others, and especially to bless the weak. Radical 

humility blesses the weak. 

Slide: Mark 10:17-20 

  In verse 17, a man runs up to Jesus and kneels down – culturally this meant that He 

wanted to ask Jesus for a favour. In this case, he wants Jesus to fill in any gaps in His 

knowledge about how to inherit eternal life. He calls Jesus ‘Good Teacher’ – and 

Jesus responds in verse 18 that ‘Only God is truly good.’ Jesus again is speaking the 

truth – in Jesus’ case, ‘Good Teacher’ is a bit of an insult rather than a compliment if 

you know who Jesus really is. The man sees Jesus only in part, only as what the man 

considers good. Jesus wants to challenge the man’s standards of goodness – there is 

no amount of goodness that can help us find eternal life except the goodness of God 

alone. Apart from God’s goodness, we are lost, we are dead. We cannot earn eternal 

life. Eternal life is a gift of God’s grace. 

Slide: Mark 10:21-22 

Verse 21 highlights the love that Jesus has for this man. God has mercy on sinners, 

but God also has mercy on those who are trying really hard to do the right thing. 

Power constantly abandoned for the sake of love – what Jesus says to the man is 

prefaced by Jesus’ love. Jesus asks this man to give all he has to the poor and to find 

heavenly treasure in following Him. Jesus says this because He loves the man, 

because this is truly the best thing for the man, because the man’s wealth is standing 

in the way of his entrance into God’s Kingdom. Jesus speaks the truth to this man, 

even though this man is lacking. Radical humility loves those who are lacking. And in 

this case, although the man thought that he had kept all the commandments, he had 

neglected to love the Lord God with all that he had. Verse 22 shows that his wealth 

had become more important to him than God.  

Slide: Mark 10:23-27 
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The disciples are amazed, verse 24, and astounded, verse 26 at what Jesus is saying 

here. Jesus speaks out in counter-cultural ways.  Jesus challenges the cultural ideology 

that the wealthy are blessed and the poor are cursed. Jesus’ message is that the good 

life makes it difficult to enter the Kingdom of God. Wealth makes it nearly impossible 

to enter the Kingdom of God. It becomes so easy to put trust in wealth. I was thinking 

this week about how much of an idol our culture has made of the economy. And when 

wealth becomes the god of a society, then policies automatically favour the rich. The 

rich, after all, are closer to the god of wealth and so are seen as ‘holy’. The poor are 

the furthest away from the god of wealth, and so are treated as ‘guilty’.  

Wealth brings incredible strength and power, and it is difficult to give up. But radical 

humility constantly abandons power in favour of love. Christ-like humility means that 

we need to be ready to give up even our strengths for the sake of love.  

Verses 25 and 26 emphasise how impossible it is that we are saved, how ridiculous. 

Humanly-speaking, it is impossible for us to enter the Kingdom of God. 

But radical humility doesn’t just realise how hopeless our situation is, radical humility 

recognises how able God is. His power is working for our good. Verse 27 – God 

makes it possible for us to be saved. 

Radical humility seeks to make God superior, God the most important, God the only 

way. 

 Slide: Mark 10:28-31 

And Jesus promises, verse 29, that those who sacrifice for His sake and the sake of the 

Gospel will be rewarded. Seeing how worth it Jesus is – that is how we cross the line 

from death to eternal life. Being willing to follow Him even to the cross, giving our 

lives for the sake of others coming to know Him, this is God working His eternal life 

in us. But, verse 31, Jesus reminds us that we need radical humility – we need to make 

ourselves less important. Jesus is more important than anything. 

Slide – Mark 10:35-37 
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The disciples still want to compete with each other for who is the greatest. They want 

places of glory. But radical humility seeks to make God superior. Radical humility 

seeks God’s glory and honour. 

Slide – Mark 10:42-45 

And finally, radical humility serves sacrificially. The world uses power to put people 

in their place, to cut down those who stick out. Jesus makes it clear that this is NOT 

appropriate for His followers. Jesus followers are to lead by serving sacrificially. True 

humility uses power to love others and work for their good.   

Notice that Jesus does not say that His followers should avoid putting themselves 

forward. That is the opposite of Christ-like humility. Jesus came to serve, verse 45 – 

so as Christians, Jesus has to be our example of humility. When we just stand back so 

that others can serve us, then we are not acting with Christ-like humility. When we 

wait for someone else to do something that we can clearly see needs to be done, then 

we are not acting with Christ-like humility.  

Slide – Serve like Jesus 

Radical humility means active service to others. Sacrificial service. Culturally, putting 

ourselves forward to serve may mean that we risk being called arrogant. But that is 

just what Jesus is commanding us to do – put ourselves forward to serve sacrificially. 

If others think we’re arrogant for serving sacrificially, then we know we’re becoming 

more like Christ. Remember that Jesus Himself was accused of being arrogant by the 

religious leaders of His time. Ultimately this is why Jesus was crucified. Christ-like 

humility loves God and seeks His purposes regardless of others’ disapproval. 

Radical humility is about putting ourselves in the place of a servant so that others can 

be freed to know God. Radical humility is about embracing Christ and His cross, and 

letting Him lift us up to God so His Spirit fills and gifts and works through us and 

others are freed to know and embrace Christ too. 
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Jesus calls His followers to Christ-like radicalness. We are called to live differently 

because of Jesus, to allow His Spirit to change us and His goodness to flow through 

us, and to be extreme in our love for God and for others.  

In our small group discussion time today, your job is to think about what radical 

humility might look like in your own life. You might give an example of a time you 

have witnessed or experienced someone’s Christ-like humility. Or perhaps you might 

have become aware today of some way that your cultural idea of humility differs from 

Christ-like humility. Perhaps you would like to share with your group some way you 

would like to work towards the radical humility Christ describes. Or perhaps you 

would like to consider what has stood in the way of your entering the Kingdom of 

God. Let’s be praying for each other, and for our church, that we take up the cross of 

Christ and follow Him in radical humility.  

 

Possible Discussion Questions: 

What might radical humility might look like in your own life? 

Give an example of a time you have witnessed or experienced someone’s Christ-like 

humility.  

In what way is your cultural idea of humility different from Christ-like humility? 

Share with your group some way you would like to work towards the radical humility 

Christ describes.  

What obstacles are (or were) the hardest for you to overcome in entering the Kingdom 

of God?  
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Mark 10:13-45 (NLT) 

13 One day some parents brought their children to Jesus so he could touch and bless 

them. But the disciples scolded the parents for bothering him. 

14 When Jesus saw what was happening, he was angry with his disciples. He said to 

them, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God 

belongs to those who are like these children. 15 I tell you the truth, anyone who doesn’t 

receive the Kingdom of God like a child will never enter it.” 16 Then he took the 

children in his arms and placed his hands on their heads and blessed them. 

17 As Jesus was starting out on his way to Jerusalem, a man came running up to him, 

knelt down, and asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked. “Only God is truly good. 19 But to answer 

your question, you know the commandments: ‘You must not murder. You must not 

commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not testify falsely. You must not cheat 

anyone. Honor your father and mother.’” 

20 “Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was 

young.” 

21 Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you 

haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the money to 

the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

22 At this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. 

23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter 

the Kingdom of God!” 24 This amazed them. But Jesus said again, “Dear children, it is 

very hard to enter the Kingdom of God. 25 In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through 

the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!” 

26 The disciples were astounded. “Then who in the world can be saved?” they asked. 
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27 Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But not 

with God. Everything is possible with God.” 

28 Then Peter began to speak up. “We’ve given up everything to follow you,” he said. 

29 “Yes,” Jesus replied, “and I assure you that everyone who has given up house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or property, for my sake and for the 

Good News, 30 will receive now in return a hundred times as many houses, brothers, 

sisters, mothers, children, and property—along with persecution. And in the world to 

come that person will have eternal life. 31 But many who are the greatest now will be 

least important then, and those who seem least important now will be the greatest 

then.” 

[32 They were now on the way up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. 

The disciples were filled with awe, and the people following behind were 

overwhelmed with fear. Taking the twelve disciples aside, Jesus once more began to 

describe everything that was about to happen to him. 33 “Listen,” he said, “we’re going 

up to Jerusalem, where the Son of Man will be betrayed to the leading priests and the 

teachers of religious law. They will sentence him to die and hand him over to the 

Romans. 34 They will mock him, spit on him, flog him with a whip, and kill him, but 

after three days he will rise again.”] 

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke to him. “Teacher,” 

they said, “we want you to do us a favor.” 

36 “What is your request?” he asked. 

37 They replied, “When you sit on your glorious throne, we want to sit in places of 

honor next to you, one on your right and the other on your left.”… 

41 When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had asked, they were 

indignant. 42 So Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers in this 

world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under 

them. 43 But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you 
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must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of 

everyone else. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others 

and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 


